Book review of Eric Patterson and Edmund J. Rybarczyk, ed., The Future of Pentecostalism in the United States by Swoboda, A.J.
Digital Commons @ George Fox University
Faculty Publications - Portland Seminary Portland Seminary
2009
Book review of Eric Patterson and Edmund J.
Rybarczyk, ed., The Future of Pentecostalism in the
United States
A.J. Swoboda
George Fox University, aswoboda@georgefox.edu
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/gfes
Part of the Christianity Commons
This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the Portland Seminary at Digital Commons @ George Fox University. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Faculty Publications - Portland Seminary by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ George Fox University. For
more information, please contact arolfe@georgefox.edu.
Recommended Citation
Swoboda, A.J., "Book review of Eric Patterson and Edmund J. Rybarczyk, ed., The Future of Pentecostalism in the United States"
(2009). Faculty Publications - Portland Seminary. 96.
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/gfes/96
the secular gates. Berlinerblau, however, takes a more
evenhanded and constructive look at the phenomenon of
religious rhetoric in politics. Specifically, Berlinerblau
examines the use of the Bible in presidential political dis-
course. He notes that the Bible has often been a powerful
icon in American public affairs, and its temporary departure
from political usage in the 1960s and 70s was really an
aberration. “The Bible is raw power,” he observes, adding
that the book’s influence derives more from its mystique
than its content. Theologians and laypersons alike disagree
over what the text means, but as a symbol of authority, the
Bible commands respect from many corners of the American
political landscape. For that reason, we are likely to
see—indeed we already are seeing—the Bible serve as a pow-
erful persuasive source not just on the political right but
increasingly on the left as well. Thumpin’ It is a timely,
useful addition to a body of literature heretofore found
wanting. Berlinerblau’s accessible style makes it well suited
for both popular readers and the college classroom.
Robert D. Stacey
Regent University
MIGRATION MIRACLE: FAITH, HOPE, AND
MEANING ON THE UNDOCUMENTED JOURNEY. By
Jacqueline Maria Hagan. Cambridge, MA and London:
Harvard University Press, 2008. Pp. 255. $29.95.
The Pew Hispanic Center has estimated that in 2004
there were 11.1 million unauthorized migrants in the USA,
and a large percentage of these were from Latin America.
Such an enormous migration has been studied from many
different angles: demographic, economic, humanitarian,
political, social, etc. This volume, based on interviews with
some 350 migrants, examines the religious dimensions of
recent migration from Mexico and Central America. While
this migration is often economically motivated (there is no
longer a viable future in one’s native country), migrants
often rely on spiritual resources before making the decision
to emigrate.
In fact, the migrant journey frequently includes mul-
tiple religious practices: visits to pilgrimage shrines at home
and en route, reliance on the aid of religious institutions
such as casas de migrante on both sides of the border, recit-
ing prayers and carrying devotional objects, fulfilling prome-
sas after a safe arrival, etc. Simultaneously, many religious
leaders have become migration counselors, as well as advo-
cates for, and guardians of, the dignity and rights of
migrants; in addition, churches often serve as stations on
an underground railroad. The migrants’ “undocumented
journey” is difficult at best and often dangerous—both from
human predators and natural obstacles—so that migrants
frequently seek divine aid as well as human help to escape
from death or apprehension and deportation. On the whole,
in spite of an awkward use of ecclesiastical and theological
terminology, this book is a very readable account of the
multiple religious dimensions of the “migration miracle”
that has become a “rite of passage” for many young adults in
Latin America.
John T. Ford
The Catholic University of America
“THIS LAND WAS MEXICAN ONCE”: HISTORIES
OF RESISTANCE FROM NORTHERN CALIFORNIA.
By Linda Heidenreich. Chicana Matters Series. Austin: Uni-
versity of Texas Press, 2007. Pp. xiv + 255. Cloth, $50.00,
paper, $19.95.
As indicated by the subtitle, the setting for these histo-
ries is Northern California—particularly the areas of Napa
and Sonoma. The time frame begins with the prehistoric
indigenous cultures, meanders through Spanish-Mexican
colonization, and concludes with the American occupation
and its immediate aftermath. The guiding theme is the inter-
action of cultures, especially the domination of the indig-
enous first by the Spanish, then by the Mexicans, and finally
by the Americans—who also managed to dominate both
Chinese immigrants and African Americans. Many Euro-
Americans considered dominance their privilege, indeed
their right, bestowed by “Manifest Destiny.” Although there
were some instances of indigenous, Mexican, and African
American resistance, for the most part, protest seems to
have been sporadic and ineffectual. Although this book is
very well documented with extensive notes, on the whole,
the actual number of “histories of resistance” is few; also, the
author unfortunately succumbed to the temptation of repeti-
tious commentary on the same events. In addition, the
author’s attempt to recapture participants’ feelings in events
long past sometimes results in conjectural interpretations.
In sum, although there is ample reason for a critical history
of the American usurpation of land—not only in California,
but also in other areas of the US Southwest—that “was
Mexican once,” one must regrettably agree with the author
that “On one level, this is a failed project.”
John T. Ford
The Catholic University of America
(Cleveland, Tennessee), and the church of God in Christ.
Possibly one of the more interesting pieces (D. Bernard) is on
the future within the Oneness tradition. In the forward, Pro-
fessor H. Cox, who has watched Pentecostalism for over two
decades, highlights the importance of such studies in light of
its being the fastest-growing Christian movement in the
global South. This work is an excellent edition to the growing
corpus on Pentecostalism, being accessible to laypeople
even while being relevant and informative to academics. It
will b helpful for any student of Pentecostalism as it per-
tains to the American scene.
Patterson and Rybarczyk build this text on two prodding 
questions: Is there a future to American Pentecostalism?
What will it look like? The editors employ a wide-ranging 
group of scholars in pursuit of these two questions. Notable 
topics include, among others, the temptations and chal-
lenges in Pentecostalism’s future (Rybarczyk), the develop-
ment of the distinctive of “Spirit Baptism” in the movements 
(F. Macchia), and the emergence of “Postmodern Pentecos-
tals” (E. Creps). An intriguing chapter (J. Hittenberger) 
brings into focus the future of American Pentecostal higher 
education as Pentecostalism seeks to situate itself academi-
cally and culturally. Three chapters are devoted to denomi-
national issues in the Open Bible, the church of God
THE FUTURE OF PENTECOSTALISM IN THE 
UNITED STATES. Edited by Eric Patterson and 
Edmund Rybarczyk. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2007. 
Pp. xiv + 226. $28.95.
A.J. Swoboda
George Fox Evangelical Seminary
